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Monday, May 19

1-1:15p.m.

Conference Welcome

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Alan Morgan, MPA, NRHA CEO

Mary-Katherine Smith McNatt, DrPH, MPH, NRHA Health Equity Council Chair

1:15-2:30 p.m.

Opening Plenary: Equitable Neighborhoods Initiative: A Rural Health Equity Model

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Cristin Brawner, Equitable Neighborhoods Initiative, Project Coordinator

Arturo Menefee, PhD in Public Policy & Administration, University of Alabama Center for Economic Development,
Interim Executive Director

The Equitable Neighborhoods Initiative equips youth and adults with the skills, tools, and resources to improve
health outcomes in 20 Alabama communities, primarily in rural, tribal, and unincorporated areas. Through
community-based Advisory Groups and Youth Community Councils, residents leverage local assets to address
health challenges in culturally sensitive ways. Join us for this interactive session, where Equitable Neighborhoods
Initiative team members will share promising practices and lessons learned from the Equitable Neighborhoods
Initiative model.

2:30 - 2:45 p.m.
Networking Break, Poster Session
Imperial Foyer (Marquis Level)

2:45-4 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions

1A. Bridging Gaps to Advance Maternal Health Equity in Rural Communities
Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)
Jacquelyn Alvarado, DNP, Texas A&M University Rural Community Health Institute, Director, Rural Maternal Health

Explore the power of collaboration in transforming rural maternal health through comprehensive assessment,
community engagement, and actionable planning. This session highlights successful initiatives from West Virginia
and the San Carlos Apache Reservation, showcasing how assessments, resource alignment, and stakeholder
engagement address barriers to care. Participants will gain insights into effective strategies for assembling
multidisciplinary partnerships that design and implement impactful solutions for underserved, multiracial, and
multicultural rural populations.

Indigenous maternal health in rural US communities

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Katy Kozhimannil, PhD, MPA, University of Minnesota School of Public Health, Distinguished McKnight University
Professor

Julia Interrante, PhD, MPH, Rural Health Research Center; University of Minnesota, Research Fellow/Statistical Lead

This session will focus on maternal health for American Indian/Alaska Native (Indigenous) people living in rural US
communities. It will describe the historical context for current inequities, explain the federal trust responsibility to
Native nations, and provide specific, in-depth examples of new research findings that relate to maternal mortality,



syphilis, and access to perinatal health care for Indigenous birthing people. Discussion will focus on challenges and
opportunities for improving maternal health equity for Indigenous people.

1B. Advancing Leadership for Health Equity
M301 (Marquis Level)
Sarah Brinkman, MBA, MA, CPHQ, Stratis Health, Senior Program Manager

To make health care more accessible and equitable, health care leaders must understand population health and be
culturally competent for the rural communities they serve. Concepts that create actionable plans for embedding
strong, equitable roles and processes are essential to advancing leadership at all levels. Participants will gain
strategies to engage boards in health equity efforts, develop processes for effective community engagement, and
enhance communication to address key population health concepts and value-based care models.

1C. Heart-Healthy Murder Mysteries: Rural Elder Health and Belonging

M304 (Marquis Level)

Marybeth (MB) Mitcham, PhD, MPH, George Mason University, Assistant Professor and Director Online MPH
Program

To address the co-occurring problems of chronic diseases and loneliness among rural elders, community-focused
innovative initiatives, like heart-health lectures combined with murder mystery luncheons, foraging and nature
identification walks, and recipe exploration classes were held at a rural senior center. These events were a success,
resulting in seniors’ self-reported behavioral changes contributing to their improved health outcomes and sense of
belonging. This model was successfully duplicated in other rural senior centers with the same results.

4-4:15p.m.
Networking Break, Poster Session
Imperial Foyer (Marquis Level)

4:15 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Concurrent Session

2A. Impact of Immigration Status on Rural Health Outcomes

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Emily Sinnwell, DNP, ARNP, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC, The University of lowa College of Nursing, Clinical Assistant
Professor

Andrea Achenbach, DNP, ARNP, FNP-C, University of lowa College of Nursing, Clinical Assistant Professor

This presentation highlights how immigration status influences health outcomes in rural lowa, emphasizing social
determinants of health. We report on data from a survey of 481 immigrants and refugees that identified structural
barriers to healthcare access, economic stability, education, housing, and social support. Recommendations to
improve health outcomes for these vulnerable populations are set forth. Highlighting these social determinants
informs policies and interventions that promote health equity for immigrant populations in underserved areas.

Promoting Health Equity in Border Hispanic Communities

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Shiloh Williams, PhD, RN, San Diego State University, Assistant Professor
Candace Juhala, BS, San Diego State University, Research Assistant

This session will examine the intersection of health literacy, status, and access among Hispanic and Spanish-
speaking populations in unincorporated communities along the California-Mexico border. Participants will explore
how low health literacy, chronic illness, and limited access to care impact underserved, low-income communities.
The session will highlight community-driven, academic responsive strategies to address health equity gaps,



focusing on practical solutions to improve health literacy and access, ultimately fostering better outcomes for
culturally and linguistically diverse populations.

2B. Mental Health Integration Strategies to Improve Health Equity
M301 (Marquis Level)
John Gale, MS, Maine Rural Health Research Center, Senior Research Associate

Chronic shortages of mental health (MH) services negatively impact access to care for people living in rural
communities. As a result, rural people experience higher rates of untreated MH issues. People with untreated MH
issues typically use greater levels of medical and emergency department services. Participants will learn practical
strategies to integrate MH services in general medical settings and gain access to tools and resources to support
their efforts to reduce disparities in MH access.

2C. Advancing Oral Health: The Role of Community Dental Health Coordinators in Rural Communities
M304 (Marquis Level)

Amah Riley, DHSc, MPH-D, RDH, CDHC, Center for Rural Oral Health Research and Community Engagement at
MUSC Marion, Associate Professor and Deputy Director

This session will explore the Community Dental Health Coordinator (CDHC) role, its importance in advancing oral
health equity in rural communities, and key curriculum components. We'll explore how certification,
standardization, and participation build value, contribute to evidence-based practice, and advance recognition and
reimbursement—similar to CHWs—helping integrate CDHCs into the broader healthcare system.

Tuesday, May 20
7-8a.m.

Continental Breakfast/Poster Session
Imperial Foyer (Marquis Level)

8:00 - 9:15 a.m.

Plenary Presentation: Strategies for Navigating Challenging Topics in Rural Health Policy

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Casey Balio, PhD, East Tennessee State University Center for Rural Health and Research, Research Assistant
Professor

Morgan McDonald, MD, Milbank Memorial Fund, National Director for Population Health and Health Equity
Leadership

Kayla Alvis, PhD, MS, East Tennessee State University Center for Rural Health and Research, Research Assistant
Professor

This session will describe findings from focus groups with experts from across the country on their experiences,
barriers, and strategies for discussing challenging topics related to health policy in rural settings. Actionable
strategies will include framing, language use, and how to prepare for conversations with various audiences around
challenging topics in this area. This session may be of interest to organizational leaders, policymakers, researchers,
and practitioners.

9:15-9:30 a.m.
Networking Break, Poster Session
Imperial Foyer (Marquis Level)

9:30 - 10:45 a.m.
Concurrent Sessions

3A. Rural Maternal Health: Identifying Actions through Partnerships
Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)



Sally Thomas Buck, MS, National Rural Health Resource Center, CEO

Kaarin Lund, MPH, National Rural Health Resource Center, Lead Program Specialist

Jacquelyn Alvarado, DNP, APRN, CNM, C-EFM, Texas A & M Rural and Community Health Institute, Director of Rural
Maternal Health

The United States Department of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services Administration, and local leaders
in three states collaborated to give moms and babies their best chance to be healthy and thrive. Regional,
engaging community assessments, prioritized action plans; and local implementation teams are moving these
different projects forward.

3B. Assessment to Action through the Tennessee Vitality Toolkit

M301 (Marquis Level)

Hannah Duiven, M.Ed., Tennessee Department of Health, Special Projects Manager

Brittany Gutierrez-Kitto, MPH, Tennessee Department of Health, Special Projects Coordinator

This presentation will introduce the Tennessee Vitality Toolkit, an assessment to action resource designed to
support local County Health Councils address health equity and the social determinants of health. As a
predominantly rural state, Health Councils in Tennessee are key change agents for healthy communities. The
resource provides Tennessee-specific data, evidence-based resources and strategies, and local success stories to
help Health Councils overcome barriers, fostering equitable, community-driven health improvements focused on
health equity.

3C. Practical Health Equity Strategies for Rural Providers
M304 (Marquis Level)
John Gale, MS, Maine Rural Health Research Center, Senior Research Associate and Director of Policy Engagement

COVID-19 highlighted inequities in healthcare access and outcomes among marginalized rural populations. This
session presents a health equity toolkit containing practical strategies aligned with the five-domain Hospital
Commitment to Health Equity measure. The Flex Monitoring Team toolkit was developed to help rural providers
build leadership, workforce, and data collection and analysis capacity to drive and document health equity
improvement. We will explore strategies implemented by rural providers and offer resources to support their
efforts.

Redesigning Community Care for Women Veterans in Rural Settings

M304 (Marquis Level)

Shannon Davila, MSN, ECRI, Executive Director Total Systems Safety, Program Lead, SALUTE

Sandra Soloski, Adagio Health, Senior Manager, Strategic Initiatives Women Veterans Project Coordinator

Women make up an increasingly large share of the U.S. veteran population, yet programs designed to support
veterans’ health and well-being have largely focused on men. This health inequity is further amplified in rural
settings where access to appropriate care and resources is limited. This presentation will highlight novel
approaches to identifying needs of this often-underserved population and strategies to redesign and provide the
best support possible for the health and well-being of women veterans.

10:45-11:00 a.m.
Networking Break, Poster Session
Imperial Foyer (Marquis Level)

11:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m.
Concurrent Session

4A. Diagnostic Delays in Multiple Sclerosis: Rural Health Disparities
Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)



Afsaneh Shirani, MD, MSCI, Saint Luke's Marion Bloch Neuroscience Institute and University of Missouri—Kansas
City

This presentation explores diagnostic delays in multiple sclerosis (MS), emphasizing disparities in rural areas. The
session will examine the MS diagnostic landscape, analyze disparities’ impact on rural populations, and review
three real-world cases illustrating delayed diagnosis consequences. The session also highlights cognitive biases in
clinical decision-making that exacerbate diagnostic delays. Attendees will gain tools and insights to recognize and
address factors contributing to MS diagnostic delays, ultimately improving outcomes for patients in underserved
rural communities.

4B. Lifelines of Care: CHWs Making a Difference

M301 (Marquis Level)

David Jordan, MPA, United, President

Ton Mirds Neira, Senior Specialist in Sign Language Interpretation, University of Kansas Medical Center, Community
Health Worker Project Manager

Leah Gagnon, MPH, Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas, Director of Inspire Health Foundation

Community Health Workers have a profound impact on individuals and families. The University of Kansas Medical
Center developed a documentary that captures the journey of CHWSs in Kansas, sharing narratives that unveil
barriers faced by communities and the unwavering support from CHWs to overcome them. We propose airing this
45-minute film, followed by a panel discussion about supporting CHWs in rural communities, health impacts, and
successful efforts to establish policies that support CHWs’ long-term sustainability.

4C. What is rural America's barbershop?

M304 (Marquis Level)

Chris Longenecker, MD, University of Washington, Professor of Medicine & Global Health

Joseph Ravenell, MD, New York University Grossman School of Medicine, Associate Professor of Medicine &
Population Health

Sarah Masyuko, MBChB, PhD, University of Washington, Assistant Professor of Global Health

The American Heart Association's Rural PRO-CARE Health Equity Research Network will present experiences in
community-based care delivery in urban and global settings that are informing the development of a community-
based model of hypertension care in rural America. Lead presenters will discuss the Black Barbershop model of
pharmacist-driven hypertension care in US cities and differentiated service delivery models of HIV care in Africa.
The audience will participate in discussion of "What is Rural America's Barbershop?"

Rural Complications and Benefits of REACH Grants

M304 (Marquis Level)

Bryan Price, BA, Virginia Rural Health Association, Program Coordinator

Cynthia Poteat, Virginia Rural Health Association, Nutrition Coordinator

Roshay Richardson, Virginia Rural Health Association, Breast Feeding Coordinator

The Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Grant targets racial and ethnic minorities
disproportionately affected by chronic diseases. By increasing access to healthy food and physical activity, the
program empowers communities to make healthier choices. This reduces health disparities, improves overall
health, and prevents chronic diseases. However, rural challenges include limited resources, healthcare access,
transportation barriers, and cultural sensitivity in program design and implementation.

12:15 p.m.-1:30 p.m.
Networking Lunch
Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)



1:30 p.m. —2:30 p.m.

Plenary Presentation: Disenfranchised and Unheard: Political Determinants of Indigenous Health

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Mary-Katherine McNatt, DrPH, MPH, ATSU, Professor, Public Health Department

Marsha Presley, PhD, MPH, ATSU, Research Associate & Adjunct Faculty

Janice C. Probst, MS, PhD, University of South Carolina Arnold School of Public Health, Distinguished Professor
Emerita

This presentation explores the political determinants of health affecting the outcomes of rural Indigenous
communities. Focusing on issues that affect the ability to vote on tribal lands, we highlight how
disenfranchisement contributes to health disparities. We’ll examine these determinants, including underfunded
healthcare services, limitations on tribal sovereignty, and environmental policies affecting tribal lands. The session
aims to shed light on policy-driven barriers and how to advocate for changes to improve health equity for Native
Americans.

2:30 p.m. —2:45 p.m.
Networking Break, Poster Session
Imperial Foyer (Marquis Level)

2:45-4:00 p.m.
Concurrent Session

5A: 25 Years in the Making - How funding for and in the Louisiana Delta Region has transformed Communities
and Improved Health Outcomes

Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)

Rachel Campos, MPH, Georgia Health Policy Center, Senior Research Associate,

Kelsey Duff, MPP, Georgia Health Policy Center, Research Associate

The Delta States Rural Development Network Program has funded organizations to support chronic disease
management programs since 2003. This session will highlight the impact of over twenty years of funding in the
Delta and explore how programs have expanded and innovated with support from technical assistance in planning,
implementation, and evaluation.

5B. Leveraging Hubs to Align Health and Social Care

M301 (Marquis Level)

Jessica Machler, USAging, Senior Program Manager, Rural Health & Social Engagement
Jeremiah Silguero, MPH, Partnership to Align Social Care, Senior Manager

Join us for an engaging session showcasing Community Care Hubs (CCHs) that connect community-based
organizations with healthcare partners to promote health equity and improve care coordination in rural, frontier,
and Tribal communities. Discover how CCHs bridge gaps between local service providers and healthcare
organizations such as rural health clinics and hospitals. Presenters will highlight resources and support for
organizations that strive to integrate health and social care and influence positive change in underserved
communities.

Transforming Rural Access: Innovative Solutions for Addressing Health Disparities
M301 (Marquis Level)
Colleen Rodriguez, MSW, MPH, Calaveras County Public Health, Deputy Director, Public Health

Rural communities face significant challenges in accessing essential goods, services, and information due to limited
infrastructure, geographic distances, and multigenerational poverty. Combined with mistrust of government and
little/no internet, these realities exacerbate socioeconomic and health disparities. This presentation explores how
a low resource, high need, rural jurisdiction in California addresses these health disparities through innovative



health promotion and access initiatives including the use of a no cost vending machine, mobile phone application,
and naloxone stations.

5C. Piloting violence intervention programming in rural SC communities

M304 (Marquis Level)

Christa Green, MPH, Medical University of South Carolina, Program Director, Turning the Tide Violence Intervention
Program

Hospital-based violence intervention programs (HVIPs) traditionally serve urban communities with geographically
concentrated interpersonal firearm violence, despite rural communities experiencing higher rates overall. This
session will explore how a South Carolina HVIP piloted an expansion of services to support rural victims of violence.
Findings on feasibility, efficacy, and sustainability, as well as future implications will be discussed. Additionally,
strategies and lessons learned from related capacity-building efforts at a rural South Carolina trauma center will be
shared.

Promoting Equitable Sexual Assault Care through Telehealth

M304 (Marquis Level)

Sheridan Miyamoto, PhD, FNP, RN, FAAN, The Pennsylvania State University, Associate Professor in the Ross and
Carol Nese College of Nursing and the Principal Investigator and Director of the SAFE-T Center

Cynthia Bittner, BS, RN, SANE-P, The Pennsylvania State University, Assistant Director of the SAFE-T Center

The Sexual Assault Forensic Examination Telehealth (SAFE-T) System streamlines specialized sexual assault (SA)
care by assisting hospitals in establishing or maintaining a dedicated response. SAFE-T offers comprehensive
training, 24/7 expert SA nurse examiner (SANE) consultation, and program support, alleviating the burden on rural
healthcare providers. These resources boost local nurse confidence, expertise, and expand the SANE workforce.
We will highlight successful partnerships where SAFE-T provides interdisciplinary support to hospitals in rural and
medically underserved locations.

4:00 - 5:15 p.m.

Plenary Presentation: SDOH - Bridging the Gap Between Healthcare and Public Health in Rural Communities
Imperial Ballroom A (Marquis Level)Eisha Khan, ALM, MPH, MaineHealth, Program Manager

Dora Mills, MD, MPH, FAAP, MaineHealth, Chief Health Improvement Officer

Naomi Schucker, MPH, MaineHealth, AVP

Join MaineHealth, the largest healthcare system in the nation's most rural state, to explore our approach to
addressing social determinants of health. Learn how trauma-informed care, universal screening, data transparency
and statewide partnerships are transforming healthcare access in rural areas, particularly for marginalized
communities. Our approach serves as a nexus between healthcare and public health. We will showcase our two-
fold strategy: screening for health-related social needs and building statewide partnership to improve underlining
SDOH needs.

5:15 p.m.

Conference Adjourns

Thank you for your attendance and your continued support of NRHA! Join us next year in San Diego,
CA on May 18-19, 2026.



2025 Accepted Poster List

Identifying Social Determinants of Health in NHPI Communities

Anna Fan, BA, Project Manager, Department of Native Hawaiian Health, John A. Burns School of
Medicine

‘Atalina Pasi, MPH, Project Manager, Papa Ola Lokahi

Kekoa Lopez-Paguyo, MPH, Project Manager, National Association of Pasifika Organizations

Exploring Clubhouse's Impact on Stigma in Rural Wyoming
Ruth Korankye, BSc, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Wyoming
Lauren Gilbert, PhD, MPH, Doctor, University of Wyoming

Health Literacy and Access Among Chronically Ill Adults
Candace Juhala, Research Assistant, San Diego State University Imperial Valley

Advancing Oral Health With Community Health Workers

Kayla Hill, MHA, CCHW, Community Health Worker Training Specialist, Center for Community Health
Alignment

Shawn M. E. Skinner, MPH, South Carolina Oral Health Action Network Coordinator, South Carolina
Department of Public Health

M. Greg Green, BA Psych, CCHW, Training Manager, Center for Community Health Alignment

Impact of Neighborhood Disadvantage on Dementia Caregivers
Christina Sheehan, Clinical Research Coordinator, The University of Virginia

Source Preferences for Health Information on Rural Farm Stress Management and Well-being
Elizabeth Abati, PhD, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Georgia

Expanding Healthcare Literacy and Mentorship in Rural Washington
Nashrah Junejo, BS, Medical Student, Washington State University

Community-led & Data-driven Health Equity Initiative at AHN Jefferson
Kushal Ganesh, Lead Business Intelligence Engineer, Helion Healthcare
Margaret Larkins-Pettigrew, Dr, SVP, AHN

Heather Emanuele, Master of Arts, Program Manager, AHN

Amanda Mihalko, Master of Science, Director, SDoH, Highmark Health

Chronic Conditions and Primary Healthcare Use
Thilini Weeraratne, MSc, Ms, University of Kentucky

Optimizing MAT Access with a Centralized Patient Registry
Melissa Clements, Partnerships Analyst, Dimagi
Sarah Sagan, Managing Director of US Health, Dimagi

Health Insurance Navigators Supporting Latino and Rural Enroliment
Adriana Torres, BS, Research Assistant, NC Rural Health Research Center
Susie Gurzenda, MS, Graduate Research Assistant, NC Rural Health Research Center



Brittany Raffa, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Department of General Pediatrics and Adolescent
Medicine at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Mark Holmes, PhD, Director, NC Rural Health Research Center,

The Prior Effects of Medicaid Expansion on Prescription Drugs
Andrew Kim, PhD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Governors State University

Provider perspectives on produce prescription in rural communities: Identifying barriers & facilitators
Heather Ward, MSN, FNP-BC (DNP on 5/9/25), Indiana University School of Nursing

Identifying Neurological and Multiple Sclerosis Care Deserts

Casey Tinsley, Manager, Healthcare Access, National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Vicki Kowal, MA, LPCC, NCC, Senior Manager, Underrepresented Populations, National Multiple Sclerosis
Society

AHEC Scholars: Recruiting, Training, and Retaining a Healthcare Workforce in Rural Communities
Rebecca Reamey, PhD, Assistant Professor and AHEC Executive Director, University of Alabama at
Birmingham

Income and Geography in Lung Cancer Outcomes
Sean Kelso, BA, MID Student, TCU School of Medicine
Wade Swenson, MD, MPH, MBA, Medical Director, Lakewood Health System

Project C.A.R.R.E.: The Art of Storytelling
Dejamarie Crozier, MSW, CEO/Founder, An Insightful Journey

Health Care Workforce Project (HCWP): Analyzing Rural Capacity
Grace Hodson, BS, MPH, Senior Program Coordinator, University of Missouri Center for Health Policy
Sara Davenport, MS, LSSGB, Program Director, University of Missouri Center for Health Policy

Barriers to Breast Cancer Screening: A Logistic Analysis
Jacob Welch, OMS-2, Mr., Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine

A Geospatial Analysis of Maternity Care Deserts in the USA
Sahana Narayan, MS, MSPH, Clinical Researcher, Massachusetts General Hospital

Driving Time Trends to Maine’s Birthing Hospitals
Lexi Wilhelmsen, MPH, CSTE Applied Epidemiology Fellow, Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists/Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Train First Responders to Administer Naloxone...Save Lives
Tamekia Wilkins, PhD, Lead Evaluator, VitAL, University of Alabama
Wendi Hogue, University of Alabama

Shanna Mcintosh, University of Alabama

David Albright, Ph.D, University of Alabama



Culturally Responsive Screening Model for Minority Maternal Health
Bobbi Fields, MSW, LCSW, Lecturer/Director of Field Education and DSW Student, UNC-Pembroke and
University of St. Thomas

Immunizations and ED Admissions among Medicare Beneficiaries
Ray Tupling Jr, MS, Data Scientist Supervisor, Mountain Pacific Quality Health

Characteristics and Outcomes of FDS Clinic Patients
Pamela Nguyen, Student, AU/UGA Medical Partnership

Evaluating Barriers and Facilitators to Minimally Invasive Hysterectomy
Donald Hoeler, MHA, Health Policy Implementation Science, Intuitive

Maternal Access to Care in Kansas
Karen Weis, PhD, Professor, Christine A. Hartley Rural Nursing Professor, University of Kansas

Enhancing Cancer Survivorship Care in Rural Settings
Whittney Thoman, MS, Project Consultant, Office of Cancer Survivorship, The University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center

Assessing the Impact of Educational Sessions with Future Health Professionals to Increase
Understanding of and Ability to Address Rural Health Disparities

Cassity Gutierrez, PhD, Professor & Chair of Health Sciences, Drake University

Anna Miller, BS in Clinical & Medical Sciences, Drake University CPHS

Organizational conflict, negotiation, strategies for realignment in Quality Improvement and Assurance
Chloe Warpinski, BA (MD/PhD trainee), Ms, University of Florida

Hypertension Afflicting Patients in American Rural Communities
Elizabeth Birnbaum, PA Student, Miami University Physician Associates Program

Critical Role of Opioid Settlement Funds: National Challenges

Lovina John, MPH, Director of Policy, Community Education Group

A. Toni Young, MBA, Founding Executive Director, Community Education Group

Katie Varnadoe, Ed.D., M.B.A, C.P.H., Director of Rural Engagement, Community Education Group

Serving Communities by Bridging Gaps in Rural Healthcare

Melvin Smith, MPH, Graduate Student Assistant, Mississippi State University

David Buys, PhD, Associate Vice Provost for Health Sciences and Interim Head of Campus at MSU-
Meridian, Mississippi State University

Austin Moor, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology, Graduate Student Assistant, Mississippi State University

Peaks, Plateaus, and Pitfalls in Expanding Vaccine Access
Imani Driskell, BA, Vaccine Grant Project Manager, Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio

Rural Behavioral Health: Hepatitis C and HIV Screening
Tristin Kuhns, B.A., Hepatitis C/HIV Navigator, Red Rock Behavioral Health Services
Michael Maus, N/A, Prevention Programs Coordinator, Red Rock Behavioral Health Services



Undergraduate Investment to Increase Primary Care Physicians

Maribel Borger, PhD, Co-Director of Rural Medicine Pathway Program/ Program Coordinator for
Chancellor's Science Scholars, Carolina Covenant Program, UNC Chapel Hill

Brian Hogan, PhD, Teaching Professor, Department of Chemistry UNC-CH, UNC chemistry

An Innovative Use of Surplus HFNC Pandemic Supplies
Leanne Siverhus, MNA, CRNA, Assistant Professor of Practice, The University of South Dakota

Impacts of Dobbs on Doulas in Rural Spaces
Regan Moss, MPH, Doctoral Student, Tulane University
Hannah Luz, MA, Doctoral Student, University of Colorado - Boulder



